
 

 

 
 

 

SUMMER 2015 
Young people growing up in Pine Bluff should have the same opportunity to succeed as 

students growing up anywhere in America. 

WHAT’S NEXT 
PINE BLUFF 



 

WHERE WE’VE BEEN 

 

 

About Us 

In February 2015, a coalition of educators, families, and 

community members committed to the success of 

students in Pine Bluff founded What’s Next Pine Bluff. 

 

Our Mission is for young people in Pine Bluff to have 

the same opportunity to succeed as a student growing 

up anywhere in America. 

 

 

 

What's Next Pine Bluff has Three Major Goals  

 - Enhance life opportunities for young people in Pine 

Bluff by growing the number of students receiving 

quality year-round academic support. 

  

 - Increase the amount of student led service in Pine 

Bluff to develop leaders and strengthen our 

community.      

  

 - Raise the number of students in Pine Bluff 

graduating from High School and entering meaningful 

college, careers, and national service. 

  



 

SENIOR FELLOWS 

 

 

  

Served as camp counselors for junior 
fellows with the Boys and Girls Club, 

QuadW, and First United Methodist Church. 

Planted and maintained 5  
community gardens 

 

Fought hunger in Pine Bluff through food 
drives and summer feeding programs 

Worked to turn the former Indiana Street 
School into a community park 

 

What’s next for Pine Bluff? The answer is our young people.  

Fifteen young leaders spent their summer studying hard, 

serving Pine Bluff, and preparing for their futures. They’re 

ready to return to school and help others reach their goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Young 

Leaders 

4 Leadership 

Projects 

1500 Hours of 

Community 

Service to  

Pine Bluff 

2000 Hours 

of Academic 

Enrichment 

7 College 

Visits 

Positive Change in 

Pine Bluff 



 

JUNIOR FELLOWS 

 
 

their futures  

 Third - Fifth Grade Junior 

Leadership Fellows 
 

 Enrichment Field Trips 

-Museum of Discovery in Little Rock 
-Arts and Science Center 
-Pine Bluff Railroad Museum 
-University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 

 

 Mentors 

2 Boys and Girls Club Staff  
3 Quad W Interns  
4 High School Counselors from PBHS  
2 WNPB Math and Literacy teachers 
 

 Increase in Math scores 

from the beginning to the end of the 
program 
 

 hours of math and 

literacy enrichment 
 

 hours of STEAM and 

leadership training (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Mathematics)  

Junior Fellows participating in the Great 
Pine Bluff Cleanup 

 

 
Junior Fellows Field Trip 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Fellows at Graduation 

 

We believe that every kid in Pine Bluff deserves positive opportunities over the summer. 

In partnership with the Boys and Girls Club of Jefferson County and the Quad W 

program at First United Methodist Church, What’s Next Pine Bluff worked with thirty-

three 3rd-5th graders to build leadership and academic skills for the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OUR TEAM 

Supporters 
 Simmons Bank generously provided $100 

College Savings accounts for each of our 
Senior Fellows 

 
 
 
  

 Over 50 small donors from Pine Bluff 

 Partnering with 3 churches as a ministry 
(First Baptist Church, First Presbyterian 
Church, and Grace Church) 

 Fifty for the Future Grant Recipient

 

Summer Results 
Saving for college and registering for the ACT 
are critical steps for Pine Bluff students to 
prepare for the future. 
 
At the start of our summer program, only 2 
students had a college savings account and 6 
had registered for the ACT. Now, All of our 
summer fellows will have both. 
 
Before WNPB Summer Program 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Community 
We are privileged to work a with a diverse 

and hard working team of educators 

committed to the success of students in 

Pine Bluff. None of this would be possible 

without the support of Pine Bluff citizens 

donating their time, talents, and energy to 

our young people. 

 8 Staff Members 

 12 Board Members 

 30 Guest Speakers 



 

WHAT’S NEXT  
 

 

 

 

 

 

ACT/Academic Support Leadership Life Skills 

Homework Help 
Volunteering at the Boys 
and Girls Club 

Applying to College 

ACT Prep Indiana Street Park Project ASVAB Prep 

Student Athlete Leadership 
Training 

Volunteering at the 
Salvation Army 

Career Readiness 

 

“Great ideas are 1 percent inspiration and 
99 percent perspiration,” Walker said. “This 
group (What’s Next Pine Bluff) should be 
commended for their efforts.”   
 
Lori Walker - City of Pine Bluff Economic 
and Community Development  

Courtesy Pine Bluff Commercial 
 
 

We believe that it takes a village to support young people in our community. We welcome you to 

contact us and look forward to working with you towards the success of our students.  
 

 

 

We believe that young people in Pine Bluff deserve year round opportunities to develop their skills for 

the future. We strive to support teachers, counselors, and community organizations in preparing 

students for college, careers, and national service. Every student enrolling in our programs will 

receive support after school in academics, leadership, and life skills.  
 

Students enrolled in our programs will pick at least one class from each category to take after school 

at Pine Bluff High School. Students completing the programs will earn a spot on a free college trip 

during school breaks. Students enrolled in our programs will also benefit from weekly 1 on 1 check 

ins with a What’s Next Pine Bluff staff member to ensure that our young people are on track for 

success. 

 

 

 

 


